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Kingdom of Bahrain    

HRH receives 2015 Scholarship Recipients 
 

The CPISP has enriched its 

Candidacy Program, 

providing  student candidates 

with more courses to benefit 

from during the training stage 

of the selection process. 

A three day Academic 

Writing course was 

introduced in 2014, aiming to 

strengthen writing and editing 

skills needed in an academic 

and professional 

environment. 

The Program will also be 

collaborating with INJAZ 

Bahrain in setting up a one 

day work shop, entitled “I 

Camp.”  The Innovation Day 

Camp will focus on 

developing entrepreneurial 

skills and exposing 

participants to the 

requirements of business 

start-ups.  Students will work 

in teams to find innovative 

solutions to real business 

challenges under the 

guidance of a corporate 

mentor.  

The candidacy training 

culminates in a team building 

day, in cooperation with BIBF 

and Challenger Team, where 

students engage in creativity 

puzzles and other activities 

to develop leadership skills 

and group synergy, followed 

by a small closing ceremony 

to recognize the candidates 

for their hard work and 

participation in the 

Candidacy   Program. 

22 / 03 / 2015 - HRH the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander, and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa welcomes the Program’s 16th Group of 
scholarship recipients at Riffa Palace, Kingdom of Bahrain. 

2015 Recipients (Group 16) 
Student Name Secondary School School / University 

Abdulla Husain Muharraq Boys School Choate Rosemary Hall, USA 

Bassam Al Alawi St. Christopher’s School Princeton University, USA 

Bayan Al Sairafi  Al Noor Girls School Tabor Academy, USA  

Dana Tarif The British School of Bahrain Exeter University, UK 

Ebtihal Jasim  Ghazi Al Gosaibi Girls School The Hun School of Princeton, USA 

Fatima Abdulla The British School of Bahrain Kings College London, UK 

Mustafa Hammad  Al Hedaya Al Khalifiya Boys School The Gunnery School, USA 

Yusuf Ismaeel  Noaim Boys School Loomis Chaffee School, USA 

Yusuf Jailani  Bahrain Bayan School Harvard University, USA 

Zahra Ali Marhoon  Khawla Girls School Phillips Academy Andover, USA 

 

CPISP expands Candidacy Program 



 

 

CPISP Newsletter - 2015 Page 2 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Bahraini Embassy in 

London hosted a reception in 

May 2014 for CPISP 

scholars and officials visiting 

the UK to strengthen ties of 

cooperation with educational 

and cultural institutions. 

The Bahraini Ambassador to 

London HE Ms. Alice 

Samaan received CPISP 

Director Dr. Cynthia Gessling 

and a number of CPISP 

scholars studying or working 

in the UK. 

Bahrain embassy in London hosts CPISP reception 
Dr. Gessling and CPISP UK 

Higher Education Advisor 

Mrs. Ava Garbutt gave a 

presentation at the reception 

on the Program’s latest 

developments, and some of 

the Program’s scholars 

spoke about their personal 

experiences and 

achievements as a result of 

receiving the Crown Prince’s 

scholarship. 

The reception was also 

attended by senior members 

of the Bahrain Society, a 

friendship society formed in 

the 60’s and formally 

established in 1972, which 

aims to strengthen ties of 

friendship and cooperation 

between the people of 

Bahrain and the UK.  

Present at the reception was 

the Bahraini Cultural 

Counsellor Mr. Subah 

Alzayani and Chairman of 

the Bahrain Society, 

Brigadier Peter Sincock. 

Boarding school scholars graduate 

 
The following scholars from Group 11 (2012) successfully completed their American High 

School Diplomas at boarding school and started their first year of university:   

 Name Boarding School University 
Ahmed Alomran Tabor Academy, USA University of California, 

Berkeley, USA 

Ali Marhoon 
 

The Hun School of Princeton, USA Georgetown University, USA 

Fatema Almeshqab The Gunnery, USA Carnegie Mellon University, 
USA 

Shifa'a Alsairafi 
 

Choate Rosemary Hall, USA Georgetown University, USA 

Sumana Algharbi The Gunnery, USA University of California, 
Berkeley, USA 

Yusuf Alnawakhtha Loomis Chaffee School, USA University of California, Santa 
Barbara, USA 

 

 

Marwa Alalawi wins third 

place in a greeting card 

contest organized by the 

Japanese Embassy in 

Boston for her hand drawn 

Japanese New Year card.   

Bahrain Ambassador and Cultural 

Counsellor with CPISP scholars in 

London.  

 

Sumana Al-Gharbi and 

Fatema Almeshqab during 

their graduation ceremony 

from college preparatory 

boarding and day school,  

The Gunnery. 

 

US boarding school scholars visit NYC universities  
The CPISP arranged for 

boarding school scholars 

studying in the US to visit 

universities in New York City.   

Students toured New York 

University and Columbia 

University, in addition to 

major city landmarks.  They 

also visited the Rose Center 

for Earth and Space, The 

American History Museum 

and the Museum of Modern 

Art.   

The visit aimed to give  

boarding school students a 

glimpse of NYC life and 

culture, and help them 

decide which universities to 

apply to for their under-

graduate degrees. 

Sumana Al-Gharbi recounts, 

“It was a great opportunity to 

experience city life and to 

observe closely the New 

Yorkers' rush, which I have 

never seen before.  The trip 

helped me discover certain 

aspects about myself and the 

schools I should apply to.” 

  

CPISP officials give talk to Bahrain 

Society members during reception 

at Bahrain Embassy in London. 

 

 

“I was indeed busy at Hun. I founded The Middle Eastern Society and held a letter writing 

campaign advocating women’s rights in the Middle East.  I was also an elected Senior 

Senator in the Student Government and led a campaign to minimize the use of non- 

recyclable materials on Campus and eliminate Styrofoam cups from the dining hall. I was 

also a Proctor on campus and took part in the Ivy League MUN.”  - Ali  Marhoon 

“Living far away from home, there are numerous things you begin to miss and they’re often 

the little things that you’d take for granted. Fortunately, I was quick to realize that clubs in a 

boarding school are more than just hobbies.  I’ve had so many great experiences in such a 

short time, from snow-sledding during Nemo, to spending an entire night singing “Pina-

Colada” at a dorm during Sandy. Some of the best times I’ve had were camping in the 

Adirondacks with friends, canoeing and fishing in the Saranac lakes.”  –Yousif Alnawakhtha 



 

 

 

 
 

CPISP Newsletter – 2015 Page 3 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Elham Yusuf, who is 

completing an undergraduate 

degree in International 

Relations and Global Health 

at Claremont McKenna 

College, USA, spent her 

summer last year in Western 

Kenya as part of her 

internship under non-profit 

Omega Foundation.  

 

Elham and her team 

designed and set up a 

community-led joint micro-

lending and educational 

mentorship program called 

The Kich Breadwinners 

Program in Kisumu, Kenya.   

The pilot program aims to 

Elham Yusuf sets up micro-lending program in Kenya 

Ahmed Bardooli, a rising 

sophomore at Tufts University 

majoring in Chemical and 

Biological Engineering, took 

part in a 4 week internship 

with Tatweer Petroleum in 

Bahrain last summer.  He 

explains how his experience 

helped define his career path.  

“My internship was very 

valuable and inclusive, in 

terms of being introduced to 

more than one department. I 

found myself very busy 

throughout the internship, 

which in turn benefited me a 

lot in a considerably short 

time.” 

 Ahmed Bardooli interns at Tatweer Petroleum 

Amal Ahmadi, a post-

graduate scholar 

specializing in Leadership 

Development at the 

University of Reading, UK 

was honored for a paper 

she presented at a major 

conference in the US based 

on her doctoral research 

examining the effects of fear 

in leadership development 

in the workplace. Amal 

received the Best Doctoral 

Paper Award at the 

Amal Ahmadi explores effects of fear on leadership  

 

NYU drama major 

Nawaf Noorudin 

performs “Proud of 

Your Boy” at 

Broadway Artist 

Connection open-mic 

night and is selected 

as a “Future of 

Broadway” hopeful. 

strengthen the livelihood of 

orphaned HIV/AIDS affected 

youth aged 13-25 by 

engaging them in business 

management and life-skills 

training.  

 

“The strength of the program 

lies in its innovativeness,” 

explains Elham. “It ignites 

social change through its 

capacity to engage with the 

youth and village 

entrepreneur champions, 

who serve as role models to 

the youth. The youth drive 

the curriculum.”  

 

“Because the village had no 

Internet and computer 

access, we integrated a 

mobile banking platform for 

the youth to receive and pay 

their loans and continue to 

run their businesses. In the 

village Kanyuto, the villagers 

had the intellect, drive, and 

determination to enact a 

better future for themselves. I 

was driven by the philosophy 

that I had the resources to 

motivate community 

members to recognize that 

they can create their own 

social change, manufacture 

their own meaning, and 

generate their own 

leadership programs."  

“I was placed with Bahrain 

Reservoir Management Team 

under the subsurface and 

integrated planning 

department. I was introduced 

to the work of geologists, 

geophysicists, petro-

physicists, reservoir 

engineers, and production 

engineers in the BRMT.  My 

learning extended beyond the 

scope of BRMT and 

subsurface department; I met 

with a drilling engineer, a mud 

engineer, a civil and 

mechanical engineers in the 

Facility Construction 

department, and an engineer 

from the planning 

department.  Besides all that, 

I had the opportunity to have 

a close look at the facilities, 

and work on a project 

assigned to me by my 

internship supervisor.”  

“My experience with Tatweer 

was a great way for me to 

experience a prospective 

career path. I gained good 

knowledge about the work 

done in the company. And I 

got myself acquainted with 

people working in the field.” 

 

 

 

International Conference on 

Emotions and Worklife 

(EMONET), which took place 

in Philadelphia in July 2014.  

 

“My research paper and 

presentation were around the 

topic of leadership 

development, specifically 

exploring how leaders 

experience and respond to 

the emotion of fear in the 

workplace, and how that 

influences leadership 

development and leadership 

effectiveness in 

organizations.”  

 

“It was a great opportunity to 

represent the CPISP and 

Bahrain. The audience at the 

conference included scholars 

and practitioners from around 

the globe, so it was a huge 

achievement for my work to 

be well received at an 

international level.”  

Latifa Alkhayat captures 
breathtaking Icelandic landscapes 
during her trip to Iceland with the 
University of Bath’s Student Union 
Photography Society. 

 

 

 

Batool Aljufairi and Huda 

Hasan take part in the Paris 

Model United Nations (PAMUN 

2014) as part of the 

Shrewsbury School delegation. 
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2014 Graduates (under-graduate degrees) 

 
Name University / Major Currently 

Ali Saeed AlShehab 
 

MIT, USA / BSc in Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science 

Teaching at MIT and completing   
MSc in Electrical Engineering with 
focus on Power Electronics under 
MIT sponsorship 
 

Alia Ebrahim 
 

University of Edinburgh, UK / MEng 
in Chemical Engineering w/ 
Management 
 

Seeking employment 

Fatema AlGharbi 
 
 

Stanford University, USA / Bachelor 
of Mathematical & Computational 
Sciences 
 

Completing Masters in Statistics 
(Data Mining) at Stanford 
University , USA  

Fatema AlHashemi 
 

American University, USA / BA/BSc 
in International Relations and 
Economics 
 

Employed at Kroll Inc., Washington 
D.C. 

Mahmood Abdulsalam  
 

Imperial College London, UK / MEng 
in Chemical Engineering 
 

Completing PhD at Imperial 
College London 

Mariam Maki 
 

Columbia University, USA / BA in 
Economics 
 

Completing Master’s in Economic 
Development at LSE, UK 

Mohamed Ghazi Selais 
 

Emory University, USA / BA in 
Finance and Analytic Consulting 
 

Working at the Office of the First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Bahrain 

Wael Al Jishi 
 

Imperial College London, UK / MEng 
in Computer Science 
 

Employed at Ocado, London 

 

  

2014 Graduates (post-graduate degrees) 

 
Name University / Major Currently 

Ahmed Abdulla 
 

Carnegie Mellon University, USA / 
Doctor of Philosophy - Engineering 
and Public Policy  
 

Pursuing Post-doctoral work at 
Carnegie Mellon  

Dalal Moosa  The University of Paris 1 - 
Pantheon-Sorbonne, and the Paris 
School of Economics, France / 
M.Phil in Economics 
 

Completing European Doctorate in 
Economics, Erasmus Mundus 
(EDEEM) with the European 
Commission 

Khaled Baqer 
 

Monash University, Melbourne, 
Australia / Master of Information 
Technology 
 

Completing PhD in Computer 
Science at Cambridge University, 
UK 

Marwa Aleskafi 
 

SOAS, UK  / MSc in Development 
Economics 
 

Employed at Bahrain Economic 
Development Board 

 

  

“The Program stands as a 

true testament to human 

capital investment, and the 

commitment to see 

Bahraini students unlock 

their full potential.” 

- Mariam Maki, 

Columbia University 

Graduate 

 

 

“The scholarship’s 

symbolic value to me is 

unfathomable. It reminds 

me that nothing is 

impossible; that merit is 

key and above all that a 

vision for Bahrain’s future 

is in the making.” 

- Marwa Aleskafi, 

SOAS Graduate 

 

 

Mariam Maki graduates from 

Columbia University, USA. 
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Fatema Almajed, an 

undergraduate at the 

University of Colorado, 

Boulder collaborated with her 

Bahraini roommate in setting 

up an interactive booth at 

their university’s annual 

International Festival to 

showcase Bahraini culture 

and promote the Kingdom’s 

latest developments.  

Hailed by visitors and 

students as one of the most 

Dana Maki, a graduate 

student completing her PhD in 

Physiotherapy at King’s 

College London, held a “Pain 

Study Day” for 

physiotherapists with her PhD 

supervisor, Dr. Duncan 

Critchley, at Ahlia University 

in Bahrain in collaboration 

with the Bahrain Physical 

Therapy Association (BPTA).  

Popular concepts in Western 

healthcare regarding chronic 

pain management were 

introduced, including holistic 

treatments that take into 

Dana Maki holds Pain Study Day in Bahrain 

Sarah Ameen, who is 

completing her graduate 

studies at Columbia 

University, was invited to 

attend the Academy of 

Achievement’s 51st 

International Achievement 

Summit in September 2014 

which took place in San 

Francisco, California.  

“The summit brought together 

delegates and honorees from 

a diverse range of 

backgrounds. Scholars, 

scientists, innovators, 

diplomats, entrepreneurs, 

musicians, and artists shared 

their successes, journeys, 

and passions. So many 

remarkable individuals whom 

I had previously admired from 

Sara Ameen attends 51st International Achievement Summit 

popular and informative stalls 

at the one day festival, 

Fatema attributes their 

success to the interactive 

dress-up photo booth they 

included that allowed visitors 

to dress up in traditional 

Bahraini attire, in addition to 

the various traditional 

handicrafts, booklets, photos 

and other items on display 

provided by Cultural Office of 

the Bahrain Embassy in 

Washington D.C.  

Fatema explains that this is 

the first time the Kingdom of 

Bahrain has been represented 

at this event which drew in 

over 4,000 visitors this year, 

“I’m immensely grateful that I 

had the opportunity to 

promote Bahrain and spread 

awareness about our culture.  

Many visitors said they would 

love to visit Bahrain 

sometime.”  

  
 

account the psychological 

and social circumstances of 

patients, as well their 

physical symptoms. 

 “The aim of the study day 

was to introduce the 

physiotherapists to some of 

the theories and evidence 

related to psychological and 

social issues that can 

contribute to pain or hinder 

improvement, such as 

depression and anxiety, 

social isolation, 

unemployment, and 

relationship problems. We 

also highlighted aspects of 

practical pain management 

which include patient 

communication, motivation 

and goal setting, and 

discussed clinical examples.” 

The study day also introduced 

treatment methods to manage 

psychological issues and 

social issues that will in turn 

decrease the pain and 

disability of patients and lead 

to fewer visits to 

physiotherapists and 

eventually cut healthcare 

costs. 

 

afar were able to connect 

with the delegates on a more 

personal level.”  

“Some of my most 

memorable highlights from 

the summit include a moving 

speech by Star Wars creator 

George Lucas, a discussion 

with Nobel Laureate Joseph 

Stiglitz about the economic 

implications of a reunified 

Korea, a dazzling 

performance by Diana Ross, 

breakfast with geneticist Dr. 

James Watson, and an 

exciting after party with CNN 

news anchor Wolf Blitzer and 

Google Cofounder Sergey 

Bryn. What especially struck 

me about the honorees was 

their incredible level of 

humility and their willingness 

to personally interact with the 

delegates. They collectively 

shared a relentless 

determination to pursue their 

passions and excel in their 

respective fields. However, it 

was especially inspiring and 

refreshing to learn about their 

initial struggles and difficulties. 

In many of the cases, 

successes were attained only 

through rejecting societal 

expectations, taking risks, and 

embracing the fear of the 

unknown. Barriers were 

dissolved as these stories 

humanized these real-life 

heroes and I began to relate 

to them on a more personal 

level.” 

 

Gherkin, an iconic building in 

London. In addition to leading 

a daily progress meeting with 

the team, I regularly had 

meetings with the client 

(Imperial College staff) and 

the consultant. Being the 

project manager meant that I 

was expected to make big 

decisions for the team, ensure 

progress was being made as 

per our plan and look out for 

the welfare of my team 

members.” 

“This project helped me step 

out of my comfort zone and 

act on the spot. Working in a 

relatively large team gave me 

the opportunity to practice 

trusting other team members 

to accurately complete their 

tasks. I also learnt how to be 

flexible and to quickly adapt to 

changes made to the original 

plan.  It was a great 

opportunity for me to utilize 

what I’ve learnt so far in class 

and see how it comes 

together when applied in a 

real construction project. I now 

certainly have a much clearer 

idea of what Civil Engineering 

is about and also the 

differences between working 

with a consultant and with a 

contractor.” 

Fatema Almajed is 

awarded Best Project 

of her section at 

Colorado University’s 

Engineering Design 

Expo, for designing a 

wireless train set for a 

young adult with 

Down’s syndrome. 
Fatema Almajed promotes Bahrain at University Fair 

Fatima Almajed poses with 

visitors at the popular Bahraini 

dress-up photo booth at the 

Colorado University International 

Festival. 

 

Dana Maki leads a group 

discussion during the Pain Study 

Day at Ahlia University, Bahrain. 

 

Sarah Ameen with CNN news 

anchor Wolf Blitzer at the 51
st
 

International Achievement 

Summit in San Francisco. 

 

Khalid Alkhaja wins 

Fudon University 

talent competition for 

singing and playing 

the keyboard during 

six month university 

exchange to study 

Mandarin in Shanghai, 

China. 
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SPONSOR RENEWALS:  

Gold Sponsor ASRY 

renewed its sponsorship after 

completing its first 

sponsorship cycle, pledging 

another BD 500,000 to the 

Program over a period of 5 

years.  

 

The Crown Prince’s 

International Scholarship 

Fund was launched in 2006, 

with the aim of drawing in 

financial support of the 

Program from national and 

international organizations 

and individuals.   

In addition to HRH the Crown 

Prince’s funding, 

contributions from sponsors 

have ensured the continued 

CPISP Endowment Fund 

 

Sponsor Updates 

Established in 1999 by HRH the 

Crown Prince and Deputy 

Supreme Commander Prince 

Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

the CPISP provides ten annual 

scholarships to outstanding 

Bahraini secondary school 

students to study at top 

international universities. 

About Our Organization… 

Crown Prince’s International 

Scholarship Program 

P.O Box 29091 
Riffa, Kingdom of Bahrain 

 
PHONE: 

(+973) 1765-9999 
 

FAX: 
(+973) 1766-4451 

 
E-MAIL: 

scholarship@ccp.bh 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.cpisp.bh 

installments of up to five 

years.  Platinum Sponsors 

commit funding of BD 1 

million and above, Gold 

Sponsors commit BD 

500,000 and above, while 

Silver Sponsors commit BD 

250,000 and above. ‘CPISP 

Friends’ is a special fourth 

category for contributors 

committing amounts from BD 

50,000 to BD 250,000. 

 

operation of the Program, 

and allowed scholarship 

recipients the opportunity to 

pursue post-graduate 

opportunities and take part in 

specialized educational 

programs and initiatives. 

The Fund offers three main 

sponsorship tiers:  Platinum, 

Gold, and Silver; payable in 

one installment or with the 

option of paying in annual 

On the Friends level, A.M. 

Yateem and Gulf Hotels 

Group both completed their 

individual contributions of a 

total of BD 50,000 each, and 

renewed their sponsorship, 

pledging another total of BD 

50,000 each over the next 

five years. 

 “We are also committed 

to support HRH the 

Crown Prince’s initiative 

by offering internships 

and job placements to 

students who have won 

scholarships across the 

Bank’s network.” 

Hassan Jarrar, CEO 

Standard Chartered 

Bank 

 

Commitment Amount 
 

Sponsorship Tier 

BD 1 million and above 
 

Platinum 

BD 500,000 and above 
 

Gold 

BD 250,000 
 

Silver 

 

 
 

SPONSORS 
 

 

 

  

 

 
BD 1 million + 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Gulf Petrochemical 
Industries Company 
(GPIC) 
 
 

 

 Bahrain Petroleum 
Company  
(BAPCO) 

 

 

 Arab Shipbuilding 
and Repair Yard Co. 
(ASRY) 

 

 

 
BD 500,000 + 

 

 

 Mr. Yusuff Ali M.A. 

 

 Durrat Al Bahrain 
 

 

 Ahlia University 
 

 

 
BD 250,000 + 

 

 

 

 Standard Chartered Bank 

 United Gulf Bank 
 

 

 

 Gulf Hotels Group 

 Securities and Investment 
Company (SICO) 

 

 

 

 Ahli United Bank (AUB) 

 A.M. Yateem Brothers 

 Mr. Mohammed Dadabhai 
 

 

Friends 

BD 50,000 – BD 250,000 

 

 


